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FRENCH CONNECTION
CAP-10 RESTORED
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Héligoin and Mallet were
killed in 2000 while practic-
ing their act, and the CAP-10 |
largely disappeared from :
Amenican skies; there are
only 23 registered in the U.S.
today. One of them has been
thoroughly restored by acro-
batic-aircraft specialist Dell
Coller’s Caldwell, Idaho,
workshop Dell Aero Speed:
N780S, which was flown by
Héligoin during airshows all
over the U.S.

“We took the airplane
apart as far as we possibly
could,” said Coller. “There's
no part of that airplane we
haven't touched. We hadn’t
planned to have the engine
overhauled, but we found
some camshaft corrosion,
so that's been done as well.”
The airplane has also been
repainted in its original
French Connection colors,

Coller, an experienced
acrobatic pilot, has good
things to say about the
CAP-10. “It was a basic
acrobatic trainer, but it was
one of the best. Not just the
handling, which was great
for a tramner, but the side-by-
side seating. An instructor
and student could be face-to-
face, which produced a lot
more feedback, a lot more
comprehension than you got
in a tandem-seat arrange-
ment like a Decathlon.”
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